SCENE IV

SCENE: The sitting-room in the Andersons' apartments, At iht
lack are two double doors. The lower part of them is solid^
but above they an cut in an intricate trellis* The ceiling is
raftered., painted red and decorated with dim gold dragons;
the walls are whitewashed. On them hang Chinese pictures
on rolls. Between the doors is a little image of the domestic
god and under it a tiny oil lamp is burning. The furniture is
partly Chinese and partly European. There is an English
writing-table., but the occasional tables,, richly carved, are
Chinese. There is a Chinese pallet-bed* covered with bamboo
matting^ and there is an English Chesterfield. There are a
couple of Philippine rattan chairs and one or two of Cantonese
blackwood. On the floor is a Chinese carpet. A Ming tile
here and there gives a vivid note of colour. It is a summer
night and the doors are wide open. Through them you see one
of the courtyards of the temple.

The AMAH is seated in one of the blackmod chairs by the side
of a table. She has her water-pipe. She puts a pinch of
tobacco in, and then going to the lamp under the image lights
a taper. Crossing back, she seats herself again, and lights
her pipe. She smokes quietly.

DAISY comes in. She mars an evening dress somewhat too splendid
^or dinner with only her husband and a friend.

AMAH: B.A.T. fellow, when he go?

DAISY: You know his name.  Why don't yon call him by

it? I think he's going almost at once,
AMAH: What for he go so soon?
DAISY: That's his business, isn't it? As a matter of fact>

his sister is arriving from England, and he has to go to

meet her *
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